90                          GENERAL   SPECIFICATIONS.
understood that in every case the gentlemen so quoted have themselves selected the sample specifications used and have consented to such use.
78. Time of Commencement, Rate of Progress, and Time of Completion of the Work. It is usual to make the time of commencement of the work as soon after the signing of the contract as is thought practical, as, for instance, ten, fifteen, or thirty days, depending on the character oi the work.
The rate of progress is specified in order to give the engineer authority for canceling the contract if the rate of progress is such as to indicate that the contractor will certainly be unable to complete the work on time, or at all. Thus he may be obliged to abandon the work altogether, or he may choose to do so, in which case, if rate of progress is specified, the parties of the first part need not wait for the full time for completion to arrive before being able to take the work from the hands of the jcontractor and complete it by hiring the labor and purchasing the materials, or by reletting it to another contractor.
The time of completion is nearly always stated, and while the time allowed should be ample it should be only such as is required when a reasonable degree of diligence is exercised on the part of the contractor.
If, for any sufficient reason, the contractor is delayed in his work, for reasons beyond his control, the time of completion is usually extended by the principal by a corresponding length of time, and then this extended period fixes the required, or specified date of completion.
And the said party of the second part further agrees that he will commence the work herein contracted to be done within twenty days from the date of this contract; that the rate of progress of his work shall be such as, in the opinion of the Engineer, is necessary for completion within the time herein specified, and that he will so conduct the said work that on or before July i, 1899, the whole work covered by this contract and specification shall be entirely completed.                A. F.